INSTRUMENTS   OF  POLICY

of a clear pronouncement of policy from H.M. Government,
the demand for withdrawal from 'Iraq made by the British
Press and by Parliament,1 duly reported in 'Iraq, encouraged
the Nationalists to believe that continued agitation would force
the British to withdraw.

The difficulties facing the High Commissioner and the
'Iraqis favouring the Treaty were not decreased by the attitude
of H.M. King Faisal. He recognized the necessity for a treaty
in accordance with the conditions of his enthronement, yet he
continued to rely on the Nationalists for support in opposition
to the terms of the Treaty as placed before him. Prominent
Nationalists, such as Shaikh Mahdl al-Khalisi,2 Saiyid Muham-
mad as-Sadr, Yusuf as-Suwaidi, and others had access to him.
Within the palace, Fahmi al-Mudarris and Saiyid Mahdi
al-Basir had his private ear. Ja'far abu Timman had been his
agent in reporting the Karbala meetings. 3 Although differences
of opinion had grown up between the King and the Naqib, both
of them had 'proclaimed to the listening Universe that they
will never, so help them God, accept the Mandate'.4 The un-
doubted opposition of the King, together with his telegram to
the Karbala Conference, his favourable reception to the
Nationalists, on May 3<Dth, and his relations with the leaders to
whom presents of money were known to have been given, con-
firmed popular opinion that to oppose the Treaty was not to
oppose the King.

As a result of his association with the Nationalists, it has since
been maintained that the King had been won over to their side.6
Such an assertion implies that he embraced Arab Nationalism

Debates, H. of C., Vol. CLI (1922), pp. 1554 ff.; Vol. CLVI (1923),
pp. 1085, 1092, 1098-102, noyff
2 By early August, however, a breach between Shaikh Mahdl and the King
seems to have been complete. The latter regarded the former as pro-Turk.
3 This did not prevent him from holding a meeting at his house, August 2nd,
when the dethronement of King Faisal was put forward.
4 Bell, op. cit., p 643; also Al-Mufid, June z6th> 1922.
5 3*. C. Asian Soc., Vol. ix. (1922), pp. 235-?; Hooper, C. A.: Ulraq et la
Societe des Nations (Paris, 1928), p. 33.
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